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When We Wear the Gloves
Manhood............laid low

Brother Dr. Gerald Glisson

Neptune, NJ. Brother Dr. Gerald E. Glisson transitioned from life on 
earth to Omega Chapter on May 3, 2020.  A life member of Omega Psi 
Phi Fraternity, Inc. Brother Glisson #12 was initiated into Omega Psi 
Phi Fraternity, Inc. Psi Epsilon Chapter in 1994.  Deputy Corridor IV 

 Educationally, he received his B.S of Science degree in Secondary Edu
cation and English at the Tuskegee Institute in Alabama in 1953. Upon 
graduation, he was commissioned as an Air Force 2nd Lieutenant after 
completing his ROTC program. He went on to earn his MBA in Industrial 
Management from Florida State University in 1968.
He served 21 years in the Air Force eventually earning his wings of a 
Master Navigator. He retired in 1974 as a Lt. Colonel. As a World-Wide 
Transoceanic Navigator, he flew over 13,000 flight hours, plotted air nav
igational missions into over 100 countries in all of the continents. Bro. 
Fennell was a highly decorated officer who flew combat airlifts in Viet
nam. He was awarded two Distinguished Flying Crosses and two Bronze 
Stars. His Bronze Stars were for Service and Valor under enemy fire.
After retirement from the military, Bro. Fennell worked in the area of 
Human Resources Management. He was employed by Thomas J. Lipton 
Company and MacMillan-Bloedel Corporation. He retired in 1991.
In 1975, Bro. Fennell became one of the Founding and Chartered mem
bers of Tau Pi Chapter in Columbia, MD. He served on the mentoring 
and scholarship committees. In 2007, he was one of eighteen Brothers 
recognized as one of Tau Pi Lifetime Achievement Awardees. In 2016, he 
received his 65-year Service Pin. He was a Life Member.
Bro. Frank Fulton Fennell is survived by his wife of 60 years, Bettye. 
They have four sons and one daughter, two sisters and a host of nieces, 

Representative, Brother Dr. Glisson received a Bachelor of Arts Degree 
from Delaware State University, Master of Arts Degree in Special Educa-
tion and Teaching from New Jersey City University, Master of Education 
Degree in Educational Leadership and a Doctorate from University of 
Phoenix in 2019. 
Brother Dr. Glisson was a native of Neptune Township, New Jersey in 
Monmouth County and played football for Neptune High School.  He 
went on to play football at Delaware State University where he met his 
future wife Michelle. Brother Dr. Glisson began his post college career in 
law enforcement and eventually came to Paterson, New Jersey and began 
a career in education. 
Brother Dr. Glisson was a civic minded person with a passion for public 
service for youth.  He was active with coaching youth at the high school 
level.  He also led a mentoring group for youth and high school students.  
Brother Dr. Glisson was a gentle giant with a very caring heart.  He could 
be found on the field coaching kids in sports and life or he could be found 
helping kids after a hectic and busy school day.
Brother Dr. Glisson was the Principal of Operations at Eastside High 
School, a role he took over in July 2017.  Brother Dr. Glisson also served 
as the principal of Paterson’s Great Falls Academy and was the city 
school district’s athletic director.   He returned to his hometown to work 
as an athletics supervisor for the Neptune school district before returning 
to Paterson in his most recent role.
Brother Dr. Glisson leaves behind his wife, Michelle (a member of Del-
ta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc ) who also works for the Paterson Public 
School District and two daughters, Sydney and Skylar. 


